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When I was a kid, I loved trick or 
treating — mostly for the candy. Most 
of the time, I would dress in a super-
hero costume. There was not the giant 
selection of Halloween costumes as 
there is today, so Spiderman or Super-
man seemed to be the go-to for boys 
at that time. One costume I think 

would be great would 
be Willie Wiredhand. 
Though not as well 
recognized today, this 
“spokesplug” was 
the symbol of rural 
electric cooperatives 
delivering electricity 
to rural areas and, in 
my opinion, much 
more a superhero than 

any man from Krypton. If you hap-
pen to take a good look at Willie, you 
may notice that he is wearing a pair of 
leather lineworkers’ gloves. It’s a good, 
subtle reminder: we must all be safe 
around electricity, including something 
as common as your meter base. 

The meter base is typically mount-
ed to your house or a nearby utility 
pole and houses the electric meter. 
Cutting the SREC meter seal for any 
reason, such as opening the meter base 
to meddle with the electric meter, or 
just to make repairs to the meter base, 
is illegal and could lead to expensive 
tampering fees, as well as court dates. 
Even more frightening and something 
many may not know, is the service wire 
from the transformer to the meter base 

on your home actually has two sepa-
rate wires carrying 120 volts each. That 
voltage continues to run through your 
meter, into your main panel and then 
to the outlets and light switches inside 
your home. Accidental contact could 
lead to a hair-raising reminder why 
work inside your meter base should 
only be done by professionals.

So what is the first thing you should 
do if you have a question about your 
electricity and need to pull your electric 
meter? The first step, even for electri-
cians, is to call the office. Often, we at 
SREC are already aware of the problem 
and can relay some more information 
for you. If you need to make repairs 
to your entrance cable, meter base or 
main panel, you can also schedule a 
time for an SREC line crew to de-ener-
gize the service to your house. It will 
only take the line crew a few minutes 
and is typically done by opening the 
connection at your transformer. Once 
the line is de-energized, the work 
needing to be done will be safe and will 
result in a better job as the electrician 
will not need to worry about getting 
that electrifying reminder.

Remember to be safe when it comes 
to work to be done on your meter 
base. Call in to the office if you have 
any questions or concerns about your 
electricity. And if you happen to see 
someone dressed up as Willie Wired-
hand this Halloween, throw a few extra 
pieces of candy in his orange pumpkin 
bucket. l
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As somerset reC kicks off the 
month with Member Appreciation 
Day on Oct. 4, it is important to note 
October is also National Co-op Month. 
Co-ops, or cooperatives, are owned 
and controlled by the members who 
use their services. In turn, co-ops not 
only support their members, but also 
their communities. 

When it comes to prioritizing what 
is most important to the co-op, safety 
awareness for employees, members 
and its communities ranks as one of 
the highest. Cooperatives teach safety 
for all by providing hands-on educa-
tional presentations. At Somerset REC, 
these include a high-voltage demon-
stration trailer and tabletop Electric 
City, posting on social media sites 
such as Facebook, and keeping up-to-
date information on the cooperative 
website. These presentations provide 
a better understanding of how to stay 
safe around electricity. After all, safety 
starts with you. 

By demonstrating at county fairs, to 
schools and other community groups, 
and on social media, it allows the  
cooperative’s voice to be heard beyond 
its membership. Those who aren’t 
members of the co-op also get the 
opportunity to learn about electrical 
safety. 

The high-voltage demonstration 
trailer is a life-size model of an electri-
cal distribution system similar to the 
power lines you see along the road and 
at your home. It is used to demonstrate 
how electricity works and how power 
outages occur. Using personal pro-
tective equipment, lineworkers from 
Somerset REC safely demonstrate what 
happens when an aluminum ladder, a 
tree limb, or a squirrel come in contact 
with an electric line or equipment. 

The trailer is also equipped with a 
generator and is used to show how to 

HIGH VOLTAGE: Lineworkers Alex Mazanowski, 
left, and Tanner Smith demonstrate how a power 
outage can occur when a tree limb encounters 
an electric line. This high-voltage demonstration 
was presented to the public at the Somerset 
County Fair in August.

Safer communities with co-ops and you

properly install it to the electrical sys-
tem of your home, farm, or business. 
When a generator is not properly in-
stalled, it creates a dangerous situation 
for utility personnel working on the 
power lines or anyone who is in the 
vicinity of a downed line. Improperly 
installed generators can cause a back 
flow of current into the cooperative’s 
lines during an outage. The generator 
demonstration stresses the importance 
of installing a double-throw switch 
that will prevent electricity made by 
the generator to flow simultaneously 
to both the member’s home or busi-
ness and to the cooperative’s system.

To explain basic power line safe-
ty principles, Somerset REC has a 
table-top model of an electrical distri-
bution system called Electric City. De-
signed for use with elementary school 
students, this 5-foot miniature town 

HOT DOG DEMO: General Manager Ruston Ogburn presents Electric City, a table-top, scaled-
down version of the co-op’s power system, to elementary students. A hot dog is used to demon-
strate what would happen if a person accidentally touched an electric line.

By Emily Baer
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displays many of the same situations 
as the high-voltage trailer. Teaching 
electrical safety by showing what to do 
when an electric line has fallen across a 
vehicle and demonstrating the damage 
done by electrical burns if an electric 
line is touched are some of the lessons 
presented during the demonstration.

Advances in technology have made 
it possible to share safety tips to both 
cooperative members and others in the 
community. By “liking’” the Somerset 
Rural Electric Cooperative Facebook 
page and sharing its posts on your 
personal page, a broader audience is 
targeted outside of our membership 
who can then benefit from electrical 
safety awareness. The Somerset REC 
website, www.somersetrec.com, is also 
a great resource when it comes to safe-
ty education. On the homepage, locate 

the “Information” tab and the drop-
down menu will list “Safety.” Under 
this category, there is important safety 
information about overhead power 
line awareness, dangers in your home 
and dangers outside of your home. 

Electric City and the high-voltage 
demonstration are both great ways for 
Somerset REC to educate the commu-
nities it serves. Social media sites such 
as Facebook and our co-op website 
are also great avenues to explore when 
looking for the do’s and don’ts of elec-
trical hazards. 

Co-ops care about their commu-
nities and strive to make them a safe 
environment for work and play by 
teaching electrical safety. Knowing 
how to effectively report a downed 
electric line, outage, broken pole or 
other hazard is important. Even more 

important is being educated on the po-
tentially dangerous situations that can 
occur around electric lines and making 
sure everyone is safe around you. In 
the event of a hazardous condition, 
please remember to stay back and 
contact your cooperative. 

Lineworkers and dispatchers are on 
call at Somerset Rural Electric 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week to restore 
power after an outage, replace broken 
poles from an accident and assist with 
many other reported electrical emer-
gencies within our service territory. We 
look forward to continuing to educate 
our communities, and we hope you 
will take a few moments to browse our 
website, check us out on Facebook, or 
watch our high-voltage demonstration 
the next time it is being presented at an 
event you are attending. l
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