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Forces of Nature
By Ruston Ogburn

From the General Manager

This season always reminds me of the 
odd combination of the beauty and 
power of nature. Everywhere I turn, 
the vivid colors of fall leaves and the 
deep blue of the fall skies catch my eye. 
And the chill in the air reminds me of 
what is to come.

I like to appreciate the changing 
leaves quickly and then see them on 
the ground. With ice storms or wet 
snow in the forecast, leaves on the 
trees pose one of the most significant 
threats to widespread outages across 
our system. The potential power of 
these storms prompts us to build our 
system stronger and clear our rights of 
way to minimize this damage. 

This power is humbling. Even 
though it was a decade before I started 
working at the cooperative, I still 
remember driving home in the fall of 
2002 with the drizzle in Bedford Coun-
ty switching to a line of ice spanning 
the higher elevation and weighing 
down the trees as I drove into Somerset 
County. The outage caused by that ice 
lasted for four days in the remote parts 
of our system and I recall the exten-
sion cords running to the freezer and 
refrigerator from the portable generator 
outside my parents’ house as I left a 
few days later.

We’ve had a few events recently that 
remind us of the strength of nature 
that you may find interesting. You may 
know black bear mark trees for various 
reasons (mating, setting territory, etc.) 
but we have found that they occasion-
ally mark our poles, as well. In one 
case, we had to replace a pole because 

a bear had clawed, rubbed, and chewed 
through nearly half the diameter at the 
bottom of the pole. The most amazing 
part was that this pole was still so solid 
that it was hard to even chip away at it 
with metal tools. 

What I find even more amazing 
than the damage done by a several 
hundred-pound bear is the ability of 
a woodpecker weighing less than a 
pound to bore into a solid pole. So 
many woodpeckers were damaging 
poles along Route 31 near the Bed-
ford County line that we used more 
expensive fiberglass poles because they 
were more cost effective than replacing 
wooden poles every few years. After 
replacing a woodpecker-damaged pole 
near Glencoe we found that the new 
pole had a four-inch hole bored into it 
the next day. It must have been quite 
disappointing when no bugs were 
found after all that work.

As you enjoy time in nature this fall 
and your senses are bombarded with 
vivid colors, the scent of dry leaves 
and pie, and the feel of crisp air, please 
know that we are constantly working 
to build and maintain your electrical 
system to withstand most of what 
Mother Nature sends our way. If that 
proves to be more than the poles and 
wires were designed to handle, we will 
be ready to repair and rebuild as quick-
ly as possible.

I hope you have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving surrounded by family 
and friends. As always, if you have any-
thing you would like to discuss, please 
feel free to call or stop by the office. l
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When it comes to harvesting an 
animal, the idea of a trophy-size mount 
can vary from hunter to hunter. The 
size of the antlers and width of the 
rack are enough for a hunter to deter-
mine if a lifelike replica is needed to 
preserve the experience. Members Brad 
Lemmon, Lemmon’s Killshot Taxider-
my in Kingwood, and Justin Griffith, 
Stoystown, have turned a hobby into 
creating lifetime memories for hunters 
across Somerset County. 

Lemmon, a 2013 graduate of Rock-
wood Area High School, has always 
been an avid hunter. In 2014, he 
harvested a 500-pound black bear and 
sent the hide away to a tannery. After 
getting the hide back, his interest in 
taxidermy work began to grow. 

He jokes, “I figured if I went to 
taxidermy school and didn’t get any 
business from the public, I would at 
least be knowledgeable enough to do 
taxidermy work for my own animals 
when the time came.”

In 2015, Lemmon attended a six-
week course for fur partial, or mam-

mals only, offered at Northwood Insti-
tute of Taxidermy in Stoystown. The 
fur partial course includes all supplies 
and specimens needed to mount two 
whitetail deer heads, one medium to 
large lifesize animal such as a coyote or 
bobcat, and one open-mouth wild game 
rug. He is currently licensed to mount 
any mammal and hopes to broaden 
his skills in the future by becoming 
licensed to mount fish and birds. 

After taxidermy school, Lemmon was 
eager to get started in his own shop. 
His first mount was a 93-pound black 
bear that he harvested. Eighty percent 
of the mounts he receives are whitetail 
deer mounts. No matter what the wild 
game, the mounting process involves 
a similar routine. The customer brings 
the full body or head of the animal to 
Lemmon’s shop and, depending on the 
mount preference, it is caped out. The 
term “caped out” refers to skinning the 
animal in order to use the hide. 

The customer browses a catalog to 
choose a pre-made foam form. There 
are unlimited options for the customer 

Members turn moments into memories 

to choose from, including: what angle, 
if preferred, for the head and neck to 
be turned, mouth open or closed, lip 
curled up, ears back or tilted forward, 
and so on. The choice of form deter-
mines how much of the hide is needed 
to complete the final mount.

Next, the tanning process starts by 
fleshing (scraping or removing the 
fat and meat) the hide until the skin 
becomes very thin. After fleshing, the 
hide is soaked in a balanced solution 
for two days, then rubbed with a 
serum and processed overnight. After 
the tanning process is complete, mea-
surements are taken of the neck size 
and skull plate so the antlers will fit in 
the correct foam form. (Lemmon tans 
his own whitetail deer hides, while 
he sends bear and coyote hides to a 
tannery.) Once the hide is tanned, it is 
slipped over the foam sculpture. Now 
the hard part begins. 

Sometimes, the selected form doesn’t 
match up with the measurements. The 
form may have to be altered so the 
hide will fit just right. 

FULL BEAR MOUNT: Brad Lemmon turns a moment into a memory. He harvested this 58-pound 
black bear in archery season while hunting around a standing cornfield.

By Emily Baer

FOCUSING ON DETAILS: Somerset REC 
member Brad Lemmon, Lemmon’s Killshot Taxi-
dermy, concentrates on perfecting the details of 
this whitetail deer mount.
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“It can be very tedious, and the 
smallest details are very important 
when trying to make the mount look 
as realistic as possible,” Lemmon 
comments. 

Epoxy is placed around the glass 
eyes and original tanned nose. Once 
the epoxy is dry, Lemmon moves on 
to painting. Brush strokes cover the 
nose, around the eyes, inside the ears, 
on paws and bear claws and even tear 
ducts — every crevice possible.

Lemmon has walked miles across 
corn fields looking for corn stalks, 
picture-perfect rocks and props to sim-
ulate the habitat for the most realistic 
mount. His favorite mounts are black 
bear or coyote because he believes 
they look the most realistic and nicest 
when completed. However, in his own 
opinion, a whitetail deer is by far the 
easiest mount to complete.  

Meanwhile, Griffith has always 
shown interest in trapping and often 
experimented with skulls of furbearers 

he caught in traps or whitetail deer he 
or his brother harvested. What started 
as a hobby in 2002 processing one or 
two skulls now exceeds 50 skulls per 
year. Griffith’s mounting technique is a 
branch of taxidermy, yet different, when 
it comes to preserving memories. While 
taxidermy is the art of replicating the 
animal before it was harvested, creating 
a skull mount, also referred to as Euro-
pean mounts or western skull mounts, 
displays only the skull of the animal. 
Only horns or antlers are attached to 
the skull. No hides need to be tanned, 
glass eyes epoxied or finishing touches 
added with a paint brush.

Skull mounts must have the flesh 
and tissues removed before this pro-
cess begins. 

“I’ve tried a million different ways, 
from flesh-eating beetles that turned 
out to be too high maintenance, to 
pressure washing, to using countless 
chemicals such as Clorox, which can 
be one of the worst things to do,” Grif-

fith says. “Believe me, I’ve tried 
it all, but I think I’ve found the 
best method now after experi-
menting for 17 years.” 

He first cuts the hide from 
the skull. The skull is then 
soaked in water for a few days 
to loosen the remaining flesh. 
Next, Griffith brings a pot of 
water to a boil and then lets 
the skull simmer an hour and 
a half. Over the years, he has 
found that if the skull were to 
be boiled for that amount of 
time instead of simmered, the 
bone can be ruined. After the 
skull is done simmering, he 
soaks it in a chemical solution 
like a degreaser. It is then re-
turned to the water and brushed 
to remove any excess flesh. The 
entire skull is covered with a 
lightening product, comparable 
to that used in a hair salon, and 
processed for two days. This 
enhances the whitening of the 
skull. After two days, he washes 
it off and lets it dry. 

Griffith has preserved mostly 
whitetail deer skulls, although 

EUROPEAN MOUNT: Co-op member Justin 
Griffith displays a finished whitetail deer skull 
mount.

he has also processed bear, elk, mule 
deer and antelope skulls. In addition 
to taxidermy, he enjoys hunting, fish-
ing, filming wildlife hunts, arrowhead 
hunting and metal detecting. 

Good luck to all big game hunters 
harvesting animals in the upcoming 
season. There are two co-op members 
waiting to turn your moment into a 
memory. l

RACK ‘EM UP: Whitetail deer skulls are lined up in a 
variety of sizes, waiting for finishing touches before being 
returned to the successful hunters.

saFety tip  
Hunt smart, Hunt safe

Keep these safety tips in mind:

k   Shooting at utility facilities — wires, 
poles, insulators — is not only 
dangerous, it’s also a felony in 
Pennsylvania.

k   Never shoot through the wires or at 
anything that may be on the wires 
or poles.

k   Gunshot damage to electrical 
equipment can cause an electrical 
arc or cause wires to fall, with a 
high risk of serious injury or death.
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Veterans day 
November 11 – 
office is closed

Veterans day 
November 11 – 
office is closed 


