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Happy 80th birthday, 
Somerset REC!
By Emily Baer

Guest Column

Happy Birthday, Somerset Rural 
Electric Cooperative! Our cooperative 
was incorporated on March 8, 1939, 
and energized its first lines in February 
1940. Eighty years later, we are still 
providing safe, reliable, and affordable 
electric service, and we’re proud to be 
your electric provider.

Then and now
The foundation of the cooperative 

was built on the need for electricity in 
sparsely populated rural areas. These 
areas could not get service from nearby 
investor-owned utilities due to the costs 
associated with constructing lines for 
so few customers. Friends and neigh-
bors joined to help the cooperative 
bring power to homes and farms in its 
service territory. 

Decades ago, rural life was much dif-
ferent than it is today. In 1940, the 40-
hour work week went into effect, Life 
magazine cost 10 cents and the first 
widely available nylon stockings went 
on sale. Many of the things that were 
new in 1940 have been forgotten or 
are taken for granted today, much like 
the ability to have safe, reliable electric 
service to your home or business. 

A growing membership and the tran-
sitioning economy have brought many 
changes throughout Somerset REC’s ter-
ritory in the past 80 years. Mother Nature 
and natural disasters that have caused 
widespread outages, changing technology, 
and the retirement of valuable employees 
are a few of the challenges faced by the 
cooperative. But, with careful planning 
and execution, the co-op can handle 
these matters and march on.  

Somerset REC is owned by its 
members, members who realize the 
importance of helping each other. We 
owe a debt of gratitude to those who 
came before us with a dream to make 
their lives and the lives of others easier, 
members who have helped make our 
co-op what it is today.

Concern for community is one of 
the core principles of the coopera-
tive. Somerset REC has several ways 
members can demonstrate their con-
cern. Programs such as Pennies from 
Heaven and Lights-On are supported 
by members helping members in need. 
Education about electrical safety is 
available through hot line demonstra-
tions to various community groups and 
Electric City presentations to schools 
and organizations. Many youth in our 
area have benefited from scholarships 
and once-in-a-lifetime opportunities 
spent in Washington, D.C., as Rural 
Electric Youth Tour participants. 

Participation in the cooperative’s load 
management program, which is de-
signed to lower electric use during times 
of peak demand, helps keep rates among 
the lowest and most stable in the region. 

It’s been a successful 80 years for the 
cooperative, and we look forward to 
providing members with safe, afford-
able, and reliable electric service for 
decades to come.  

The cooperative’s annual meeting is 
right around the corner — I hope to 
see you at our 80th birthday celebra-
tion at Seven Springs Mountain Resort 
on Thursday, May 23. We look forward 
to having a sweet treat with you, and 
we’ll provide the gifts! l
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a unique, one-of-a-kind, primitive, 
hand-hewn log home with a Jean Bon-
net restaurant-type atmosphere, is how 
you could describe the Borosky home. 
Built between the years of 1794-1813, 
this property has many original log 
home features. 

When co-op member Stephen Bo-
rosky was looking for a “forever” home 
where he could display his antique 
collection, he knew he had struck gold 
when he found this property. From his 
early days of going on road trips with 
his grandparents, Borosky always had 
a fascination with old Mail Pouch To-
bacco barns and primitive log homes. 
After viewing the property on coopera-
tive lines and recognizing its potential, 
his longtime vision was on its way to 
becoming a reality. 

The history and transition of the 
property over the years has been 
astonishing. What began as a fami-
ly’s first cozy log home in the 1800s 
evolved into a horse farm and popular 
restaurant in the 1950s - 1970s. It was 
then vacated and fell into disrepair. For 
more than 20 years, its only inhabi-

tants were snakes, rats, mice, raccoons 
and an opossum. Turning the building 
into a beautifully restored home was 
time-consuming, hard work. 

“When I opened the door for the first 
few times, animals scattered every-
where, and I wasn’t sure what I was get-
ting myself into or what I might come 
across,” Borosky says with a laugh.

In 2013, when the opportunity to re-
store the place presented itself, Borosky 
knew it would take more than just 
fresh paint and new carpet to make the 
property livable. He was moving into a 
shell of a home with no plumbing, dis-
connected electric service, a spring-fed 
trough running through the basement 
and only the foundation left of a barn. 

Once the restoration process started, 
nothing went to waste; everything was 
placed into its own pile. From pieces 
of wood, sheets of rusted metal and 
door hinges, Borosky had a plan for it 
all. Everything was recycled, reused 
or repurposed to become a part of the 
home’s next chapter. 

The floor throughout the main 
level was staggered with 6-inch and 
8-inch boards, and Borosky wanted to 
keep the original flooring design. By 
replacing the same sizes and type of 

PRIMITIVE: This log and chink siding home located on co-op lines on the outskirts of Somerset has 
come full circle. After years of being abandoned, this one-of-a-kind rural home with a primitive feel 
has been brought back to life.

ANTIQUE THYME: Stephen Borosky and his girlfriend, Jessica, stand in the kitchen. Behind 
Stephen is a corner cupboard filled with one of his favorite things to collect, old paper-labeled con-
tainers. To the left of Jessica above the cast iron cookstove is an original advertisement of The Briar 
Patch, a restaurant operated in this home between the 1950s and the 1970s.

one-of-a-kind home is a dream come true
By Emily Baer
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will notice no visible garage doors or 
entrance doors, only windows. The 
famous advertisement, “CHEW MAIL 
POUCH TOBACCO — TREAT YOUR-
SELF TO THE BEST,” was hand-paint-
ed on the side of the building by 
Borosky himself. He climbed a ladder, 
chalked out the capital letters, and 
painted a color scheme of black, dark 
red, and mustard yellow to replicate 
the original. 

On the inside of the barn, there are 
hundreds of automotive collectibles 
and local sports memorabilia, making 
it obvious that he has a passion for 
collecting more than just primitive 
antiques. His collection is second to 
none and a true display of his person-
ality. 

Borosky has checked into having 

his home registered historically, but 
the process has proved difficult, with 
many required guidelines. Borosky 
lives at this antique dream home 
with his girlfriend, Jessica, and her 
daughter, Gabby. His search for items 
for his collection is ongoing. So, the 
next time you’re cleaning out your 
attic, having an auction or hosting a 
yard sale, Borosky might just be the 
familiar face buying your treasures. l

wood as needed, he began restoring 
the home as it would have been in the 
early 1800s. The only addition to the 
home was built in 1896. The kitchen 
cupboards are custom-made from old 
flooring, and rusted sheets of metal 
take the place of drywall. Around 
the corner in the bathroom, there is 
a white clawfoot bathtub, and a well 
pump-style handle serves as the faucet 
to the custom-made sink and vanity. 
Some of the interior walls are covered 
with old, painted, barnwood boards ac-
quired from local disassembled barns. 
The original spring still runs through 
the basement with a troughing system. 

The collection
The warm lighting in the living 

room is inviting and points to the era 
the home was built. The living room 
area is filled with period antiques, and 
mementos such as menus, placemats, 
and postcards from “The Briar Patch,” a 
restaurant that Ruth Neilan, the previous 
occupant, operated out of the home. 

The Briar Patch was open from  
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for lunch and 5 to  
10 p.m. for dinner. Drinks were  
10 cents each, and the famous “Dutch 
Lunch,” which included lunchmeats, 
pork and beans, cottage cheese, and a 
pickle, was $1.25. One of the din-
ner entrees — baked ham and sweet 
potatoes simmered in fruit juice and 
cloves — sold for $2. “Eat well at the 
farmhouse” was a famous slogan most 
locals couldn’t resist. Neilan’s cooking 
was also famous for special occasions, 
such as luncheons, tea parties, picnics, 
bridge clubs, patio dinners and chil-
dren’s parties. 

While touring the kitchen, Borosky 
points out old, paper-labeled containers 
in a corner cupboard, an old-fashioned, 
cast iron cookstove, and old coffee 
and biscuit boxes that are proudly 
displayed. He also points out nothing 
in the home’s “bones” measures at a 
90-degree angle, leaving the home with 
slopes and imperfections, but that’s one 
of the things that makes it unique. 

Borosky’s passion and interest in 
primitive antiques started by collecting 
items given to him by his grandpar-

ents. His collection grew as he visited 
auctions, flea markets, yard sales and 
antique stores over the past 10 years. 

 “I’ve been collecting a long time,” 
Borosky says. “I’ll rotate things out 
and put them in the attic. I’m always 
moving and changing things around, 
finding something nicer or a little 
different. I just love the period antiques 
from the 1800s and especially general 
store advertising.”

His favorite things to collect are old, 
decorated crocks. His favorite single 
piece to date is an old corner cupboard 
from Somerset County built in 1847, 
which still has its original red paint, 
that he found at an antique store.  

The barn
A log home’s sidekick, a barn, was 

originally located on site. Shortly 
before Borosky purchased the property, 
the lumber from the original barn was 
sold to someone else, leaving just a 
foundation. The original plan was just 
to build a garage, but Borosky decid-
ed he wanted the garage to resemble 
an old Mail Pouch barn when viewed 
from the outside. So, a Mail Pouch 
barn it would be. 

When driving by the property, you 

DREAM COME TRUE: Stephen Borosky’s dream turned into reality when his vision for a garage 
depicting a Mail Pouch Tobacco barn was complete. As a kid, he would travel with his grandparents 
and he remembers thinking, “I’m going to own something like that someday.”
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Somerset REC  
scholarships available

dayLIGHT SaVING TIME

Welcome, Mindy Luteri

eacH year, Somerset REC awards $1,000 scholarships to 
high school seniors.
k   Applicants must be graduating high school seniors whose 

parents or legal guardians are Somerset REC members.
k   Students attend-

ing public, pri-
vate, parochial or 
home school are 
eligible to apply.

k   Students must 
be enrolled in an 
accredited college 
or university.

k   The 2019 deadline to apply is Wednesday, April 3.
Applications are available at the co-op’s website at  

www.somersetrec.com and can be found under Programs → 
Scholarship. Applications are also available at Somerset REC and 
guidance offices at local high schools.

The scholarship funds come from unclaimed capital credits re-
funds that previously had to be turned over to the state. Thanks 
to the efforts of our political advocates, we can now keep those 
funds in our local communities. l

Brothersvalley High School and Somer-
set County Technology Center’s nursing 
program. She resides in Berlin with her 
boyfriend, Kevin, and three children, 
Alec, Abby, and Emma. In her spare 
time, she enjoys traveling, kayaking 
and refurbishing old furniture.

Luteri says, “I’m looking forward to 
gaining more knowledge about the  
co-op and interacting with the mem-
bers. I knew the co-op was a great 
place to work and I’m honored to be an 

Mindy Luteri joined the co-op 
family in October 2018. Her previous 
work experiences at the USSCO Credit 
Union in Somerset and Conemaugh 
Meyersdale Medical Center as a li-
censed practical nurse were valuable in 
employing her as the new front office 
assistant. 

Her responsibilities will include 
answering the phone, processing mail 
payments, and assisting members in the 
front office. She is a graduate of Berlin 

Mindy Luteri

employee here. Everyone is so helpful 
and friendly.” 

Best of luck to you, Mindy! l

don’t forget to 
spring forward on 

March 10!

Set your clocks 
ahead

by one hour.


