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This, too, shall pass
By Ruston Ogburn

From the General Manager

My Mother is famous for saying, 
“This, too, shall pass.” I’ve heard it 
countless times. I saw another inter-
pretation of it recently that gave it a 
new twist in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It said, “When things are 
bad, remember, it won’t always be this 
way. When things are great, remember, 
it won’t always be this way.” It was a 
gentle reminder to enjoy the moment 
and express gratitude for the positive 
because nothing lasts forever.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has dra-
matically changed the way most of us 
go through our daily routines. School 
and church closures, activity cancel-
lations, and work-from-home set-ups 
are all part of our new routines. The 
cooperative’s approach to handling 
COVID-19 is to maintain your electric 
service while providing separation 
between our employees to ensure their 
safety and our ability to respond to 
storms and outages. It’s a challenging 
time for everyone so please be patient 
if a construction project or new service 
takes a little extra time. 

Although the cooperative’s oper-
ations are functioning differently 
than usual, the one thing that hasn’t 
changed is the priority we place on 
our members. We understand that the 
loss of income due to the response 
to COVID-19 may be affecting our 

members. Disconnections of service 
for nonpayment are suspended until 
further notice. We are also able to work 
with you on payment arrangements. 
We are here to help you navigate 
through this unprecedented time. You 
can reach us to ask billing questions 
or report outages via phone, online 
through our social media pages, or by 
using the SmartHub app. 

Somerset REC’s board of directors 
has decided to postpone the 2020 
annual meeting because of the restric-
tions and concerns with the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our new meeting date is 
July 23, 2020. We look forward to see-
ing each of you when we come togeth-
er to elect a new director for District 2 
to the cooperative board. Information 
about the nominees is available on 
page 12c.

Thank you also to our community’s 
frontline workers in the critical sectors 
of health care, education, public ser-
vice, food and goods provisions, public 
safety, transport, utilities, and financial 
services. We see you, and we thank 
you for helping to keep our communi-
ties going. 

As always, please let me know if 
you have any questions or concerns 
regarding the cooperative’s response to 
COVID-19. Remember, this, too, shall 
pass. l
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IMPoRTaNT NoTICE
Somerset REC annual Meeting date Change

Somerset REC
annual Meeting 2020
has been postponed until

July 23, 2020

additional details will be 
available in the June 2020 

issue of Penn Lines



Walnutdale Maple 
Farms LLC, both 
located in Jenner 
Township.

Friedline serves 
as secretary-treasurer 
of the cooperative’s 
board of directors and 
is a board member 
and past chairman of 
the board of Alleghe-

ny Electric Cooperative, Inc., Somerset REC’s 
wholesale power supplier. 

He has earned the Credentialed Cooperative 
Director certification, the Board Leadership 
Certificate and the Director Gold rating from 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation. In 2004, he received the coveted Emi-
nent Service Award given by the Pennsylvania 
Rural Electric Association, Somerset REC’s 
statewide service arm. 

Friedline completed the Public Affairs Lead-
ership Program, now known as RULE, at Penn 
State University and currently serves as secre-
tary of the board of the Allied Milk Producers 
Cooperative, Inc. He is a member of the Som-
erset County Maple Producers Association and 
the Somerset County Farm Bureau. He enjoys 
singing with the Flight 93 Memorial Chorus 
and Roof Garden Chorus, where he served as 
past president. 

A member of Mt. Zion-Hoffman Lutheran 
Church, Friedline serves in many church 
capacities, including assisting minister. He is 
chairman of the Constitution and Bylaws Com-
mittee and a member of the Reconciliation 
Ministry Team of the Allegheny Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

District 7:  
CaRL a. Hay JR.

Carl A. Hay Jr. currently represents District 
7 on the cooperative’s board of directors. He 

has earned his Cre-
dentialed Cooperative 
Director certification 
and the Board Leader-
ship Certificate from 
the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association. 

A native of 
Northampton Town-
ship, Hay is the son of 

the late Carl A. and Marjorie Hay of Berlin. A 
graduate of Berlin Brothersvalley High School, 
he served in the U.S. Army and Army Reserves 
from 1964 through 1970, and is retired from 
dairy farming. He is married to the former Betty 
A. Keefer, and they have two children, Dwayne 
and Carla Chonko, and eight grandchildren. 

A member of the Berlin Historical Society, 
Hay serves on the board of directors. He is a 
member of the Mt. Lebanon Cemetery Asso-
ciation board and attends Hostetler Church of 
the Brethren.

District 2:  
JaSoN L. SNydER

Jason L. Snyder is a director nominee from 
District 2 residing in 
Stonycreek Township. 
He earned his diploma 
from Shanksville-Ston-
ycreek High School in 
1995. 

Snyder is current-
ly serving his third 
term as a Stonycreek 
Township supervisor, 
where he is presently 

the board chairman. His previous employment 
includes Highland Tank and working in man-
ufacturing. 

He is married to Heather (Weigle) Snyder and 
they have two children, Rylee and Noah. In addi-
tion to serving Stonycreek Township, he also 
owns and operates Clear View Memorials and 
Monument Company, Roxbury Rentals, Snida’s 
Corner Store and Clear View Farms. He serves 
as Stonycreek Township’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator and is a lifetime member of 
the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department. 

Snyder and his family attend Unity United 
Church of Christ where he is the vice president 
of the Glade Cemetery Association. He enjoys 
being outdoors and is a sports enthusiast. He is 
a member of New Baltimore Sportsmen’s Club, 
Mountain Field and Stream Club, Jenner Rod 
and Gun Club, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and 
the American Legion.

In his spare time, he enjoys attending his 
children’s 4-H activities, sporting events, hunt-
ing, and working on his hobby farm where he 
raises beef, pigs, and chickens.

District 3:  
LoWELL L. fRIEdLINE

Lowell L. Friedline currently represents Dis-
trict 3 on the cooperative’s board of directors. 
He and his wife, Carna, are the parents of two 
sons, Jonathan and Joel, and a daughter, Jillynn 
Bastian. They have six grandchildren. 

He is a partner with son Jonathan in Wal-
nutdale Farms, and a partner with son Joel in 
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District 2:  
RuSS HILLEGaS

Russ Hillegas is a director nominee from 
District 2 residing in 
Allegheny Township. 
He graduated from 
Berlin Brothersvalley 
High School and con-
tinued his education 
at Williamsport Area 
Community College 
where his focus was in 
the electrical field. 

Hillegas is retired 
from the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, 
where he was a foreman and facility manager. 

He is married to Jeanne (Paul) Hillegas and 
they have two sons, Brandon and Kyle. Hille-
gas is a member of Trinity United Church of 
Christ Berlin, where he serves as the president 
of the Consistory. He is also a board member 
on the Berlin Area Historical Society, member 
of the Somerset Masonic Lodge 358, member 
of the Berlin Sons of the American Legion and 
a member of New Baltimore Sportsmen’s Club.

Hillegas operates a beef cattle farm in 
Allegheny Township, enjoys assisting his son 
at Hillegas Sugar Camp, hunting, golfing, 
traveling and spending time with his four 
grandchildren.

District 2:  
JEffREy a. kIMMEL

Jeffrey A. Kimmel is a director nominee 
from District 2 resid-
ing in Stonycreek 
Township. He grad-
uated from Shanks-
ville-Stonycreek High 
School and Somerset 
County Vocational 
Technical School. 

Kimmel is 
employed as an ath-
letic and transporta-

tion director at HOPE for Hyndman Charter 
School. In his previous career, he was a 
machinist and material controller at Coleman/
Fleetwood Manufacturing. 

Kimmel enjoys being a part of many orga-
nizations throughout the county. He is a mem-
ber of Unity United Church of Christ, Moun-
tain Field and Stream Club, New Baltimore 
Sportsmen’s Club, Somerset Masonic Lodge 
and the Jaffa Shrine. He was also a previous 
officer of the United Steelworkers of America 
and Shanksville Stonycreek School Board. 

He resides on Vanyo Road in Berlin with 
his wife, Amy. They have a married daughter, 
Susan Clark. In his spare time, Kimmel enjoys 
hunting, gardening and being in the outdoors.

2020 director nominees
Directors will be elected to three-year terms in Districts 2, 3 and 7
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Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
When the weather is nice, put 
your grill to use! During summer 
months, cooking outdoors is a 
great way to save energy and 
eliminate unwanted heat from 
cooking indoors.


