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Understanding electrcity — 
generation retirements
By Ruston Ogburn

From the General Manager

Four years ago, I wrote a series of 
articles titled, “Understanding Electric-
ity.” I want to provide an update based 
on the rapid changes taking place in 
the electric industry.

The key issue I hope to convey is the 
electric system we rely on is undergo-
ing fundamental changes. The impacts 
of those changes will occur within 
Somerset REC’s territory and across the 
nation because the interconnected na-
ture of the electric industry extends far 
beyond the wires that run to our homes 
and businesses. 

The most significant change has been 
the rapid fuel-swap in electric genera-
tion. This chart shows electric gener-
ation retirements in the eastern U.S. 
The scale on the left shows gigawatts 
(GW), which is something so huge 
it can be hard to comprehend. From 
2015 to 2018, about 45 GW of electric 
generation was slated for retirement — 
that’s enough power to supply about 
45,000,000 homes. Of that amount, 
about 32 GW come from coal-fired gen-

erators and 4 GW from nuclear plant 
retirements. To put that into perspec-
tive, this is part of a 700-GW system, 
but we have never seen a transition this 
significant.

Not all of lost generation capacity has 
been replaced, but most of it has or will 
be in the near future. About half of this 
replacement comes from natural gas-
fired plants and most of the remainder 
comes from utility-scale wind and solar 
projects.

These changes significantly impact 
the electric grid through congestion 
impacts, flexibility of generators to 
respond to system changes, and avail-
ability of generators during periods 
of high demand. I will discuss each of 
these items in more detail in upcoming 
columns. 

My goal is to help you understand 
the impacts — good and bad — of a 
changing electric grid. I hope these 
articles provide some insight. As always, 
if you have any thoughts or questions, 
please stop by or give me a call. l

Somerset 
Rural Electric  

Cooperative, Inc.

One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

cooperativeconnection

SOMERSET
REC 

Somerset REC 
223 Industrial Park Road 

Somerset, PA 15501 
814-445-4106 
800-443-4255 

Email: e-mail@somersetrec.com 
Website: www.somersetrec.com

BoaRd of dIRECtoRS
President

Wayne E. Sechler, district 6

Vice President
James C. Brocht, district 8

Secretary/treasurer
Lowell L. friedline, district 3

floyd t. Lehman, district 1
William L. Glessner, district 2

Jerry L. Engle, district 4
Clarence B. Waltermire, district 5

Carl a. Hay Jr., district 7
Harvey W. Reckner Jr., district 9

Ruston ogburn
General Manager

Staff
Gary Gindlesperger,  

Manager of Information Technology
douglas E. Glessner,  

Manager of Outside Operations
Jonathan Hillegas,  
Director of Finances
Carline Mitchell,  

Director of Marketing and Member Services
Elizabeth Morocco,  
Executive Assistant

Phil Stern,  
Manager of Metering

office Hours
Monday through Friday

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Emergency outage Number
814-445-4106
800-443-4255 SOuRcE: EIA (https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=34452)



  |   AUG UST 201814b

somerset rural electric cooperative, inc

This monTh, the “Moonshiner’s 
Daughter” CD release concert will 
join forces with a local distillery to 
serve up some bluegrass music with 
a twist. Better known as Cindy G, 
singer/songwriter and co-op member 
Cindy Giejda will feature her band 
from Nashville at the concert at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 18, at Paddytown  
Barn, 581 Turkeyfoot Trail Road, Mar-
kleton, Pa.

Cindy, who is actually a steelwork-
er’s daughter, not a moonshiner’s 
daughter, grew up in Allegheny Coun-
ty near McKeesport. 

“I’ve been playing music my whole 
life,” Cindy remarks. 

Her father played an important role 
inspiring her love of music as a blue-
grass fiddle player. Her musical adven-
tures started in the fifth grade when 

she began playing the guitar. Cindy 
started out playing folk and bluegrass 
in her teenage years, but eventually 

explored different 
genres of music, 
including rhythm 
and blues and 
rock ‘n roll. Early 
in her songwrit-
ing career, Cindy 
was named one of 
Pittsburgh’s best 
songwriters and 
was featured in 
the In Pittsburgh 
magazine. She 
toured from New 
York City to Los 
Angeles for many 
years, moving to 
New York City 
in her late 20s. 
There, she had 
the opportunity 

MOONSHINER’S DAuGHTER: cindy Giejda, known as cindy G, performs in concert at the Paddy-
town Barn located at 581 Turkeyfoot Trail Road, Markleton, Pa. 

Serving 
up some 
music and 
moonshine
By Kristi Smith, Director of  
Marketing and Member Services

to play with many notable musicians 
while continuing to perfect her song-
writing abilities.

Like many musicians, Cindy took a 
break from music for a period of time. 
But after the birth of her son in 2006, 
she returned to her musical roots with 
a renewed interest in bluegrass music. 
She has been a singer/songwriter ever 
since.

As a songwriter, Cindy is always 
looking for unique ideas to include 
in her songs. She recalls a local road 
sign at 444 Chicken Bone Road that 
inspired a song on her first bluegrass 
album, “The Road,” released in 2012. 

“I wrote that song specifically 
because I saw that road sign when we 
were looking for property in Somerset 
County,” she says. 

The video for “The Road,” was 
filmed in Markleton near Turkeyfoot 
Trail Road at the Mount Union Church 
and cemetery. In 2014-15, Cindy 

PADDYTOWN BARN: On Aug. 18, this Markleton Barn will feature music, 
moonshine and much more for local bluegrass fans.
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PHOTO SHOOT: cindy G makes use of the 
beautiful Somerset county scenery in her 
publicity materials. Here she strikes a pose just 
outside the Barronvale covered Bridge.

worked with Grammy-win-
ning producer Jim Van 
Cleve to release her next 
album, “Jail Break.” Cindy 
reached national status in 
2015 when “Jail Break” 
debuted and reached No. 16 
on the bluegrass charts. 

Her latest release, “Moon-
shiner’s Daughter,” was also 
produced by Van Cleve. The 
video for the “Moonshiner’s 
Daughter” was filmed in the 
Scullton area along the Lau-
rel Hill Creek at the Barron-
vale covered bridge. 

“‘Moonshiner’s Daugh-
ter’ is a dark story about a 
moonshining family and a 
young girl who was forced 
to guard the still,” Cindy 
explains.

The single, “Moonshiner’s 
Daughter,” can be heard on 
Sirius XM Bluegrass Junc-
tion.

Cindy enjoys exploring 
local history and folklore 

and has written a few songs about her 
home state of Pennsylvania. Songs 
include “Pennsylvania Dirt” and “This 
Old Man.” The song, “This Old Man,” 
was inspired by an old Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette newspaper article given to 
her by her father in 1999. 

“I kept the newspaper for 17 years, 
and moved it around my house, never 
reading it until 2016, when compiling 
material for the new CD,” Cindy says. 
“I was very moved by the stories about 
this man.”

The article documented 
the life of a man who lived 
like a hermit outside of 
Pittsburgh with no phone, 
water or electricity. He 
died in 1999 at the age of 
98. 

Cindy calls herself “a 
Pennsylvania girl at heart.” 
She resides in Farmingda-
le, N.J., with her husband 
and son. But their love 
of Pennsylvania motivat-
ed them to purchase the 
property in Markleton in 
2007. They’ve been slowly 
refurbishing the 120-year-
old farmhouse and hope to 
retire there someday. For 
now, the barn serves as a 
unique concert venue and 
a special retreat for Cindy 

and her family. 
The Aug. 18 concert will be one of 

many that have taken place over the 
years at the Paddytown barn. Cindy’s 
band from Nashville is made up of 
nationally known musicians, includ-
ing Aaron Ramsey on mandolin, Seth 
Taylor on guitar, Cory Walker on 
banjo, Jeff Partin on bass and Jimmy 
Heffernan on dobro. Van Cleve will be 
featured on fiddle. 

Admission for the concert is $20 
for adults and $15 for children (12 
and under). Tickets for the August 
event can be purchased in advance 
online at www.cindygbluegrass.com/
eventscontact.html or by calling  
732-620-5821 or 814-926-3142. 
Tickets will also be sold at the door. 
Tall Pines Distillery from Salisbury will 
be on hand for the event, serving up a 
special “Moonshiner’s Daughter” elixir, 
with barbecue provided by the Chuck 
Wagon of Somerset. You can learn 
more about Cindy G by visiting  
www.cindygbluegrass.com. l 
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GOOD OL’ JAM SESSION: Bluegrass artists jam inside the 
Paddytown Barn.
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2018 ScHOLARSHIP REcIPIENTS: Recipients of $1,000 cooperative scholarships include, 
from left: Madeline Bittner, Karlee Brick, Jenna Fleegle, Kady Lohr, Sam Marker, carley Pletcher and 
Emily Singo, pictured with General Manager Ruston Ogburn. Scholarship recipients not pictured are 
Jonathan Guaetta, Alexander Hay, cross Kalp and Matthew Romesburg Jr.

SREC annual  
Meeting recap

2018 scholarship recipients

The 79Th Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative Annual Meeting took 
place on May 24 at Seven Springs 
Mountain Resort. Over 500 mem-
bers and guests attended. The topics 
addressed by General Manager Ruston 
Ogburn included right-of-way mainte-
nance, the recent cost-of-service charge 
increase, the LED lightbulb program 
and broadband.

Guest speaker Anita Leitzel, PREA/
Allegheny member services and 
education coordinator, discussed her 
35 years of Rural Electric Youth Tour 
experiences. She provided a look at 
Youth Tour through the years, from 
the program that started in 1964 to the 
current program, which includes more 
than 1,800 teenagers from across the 
country annually.

Re-elected directors were Harvey 
Reckner Jr., Floyd Lehman and Ben 
Waltermire. During the reorganization 
meeting that followed, the follow-

For the 17th consecutive year, Somerset Rural Electric Cooperative provided 
financial assistance to local students who are seeking to advance their education 
beyond high school. At the annual meeting, 11 local high school seniors were 
awarded $1,000 scholarships. The scholarship funds are available through the 
unclaimed capital credits fund.

GuEST SPEAKER AND RE-ELEcTED DIREcTORS: From left: guest speaker Anita Leitzel, PREA/
Allegheny member services and education coordinator, is pictured with directors Harvey Reckner Jr., 
Floyd Lehman, Ben Waltermire and General Manager Ruston Ogburn.

DOOR PRIZES: Dave Weyand hands out a door 
prize to a lucky member at the Somerset REc 
Annual Meeting.

ENTERTAINMENT: Brittany Fazenbaker, Jackson 
Hay and Alex Hay (The NextGen) entertain the 
crowd at the 2018 annual meeting.

ing officers were re-elected: Wayne 
Sechler, president; James Brocht, vice 
president; and Lowell Friedline, secre-
tary/treasurer. l


